
Bucks County Art Scene in the Late 1800s & First
Half of the 1900s

Bucks County, Pennsylvania, during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, emerged as one of
America’s notable art hubs, combining picturesque rural landscapes, accessible proximity to
Philadelphia, and vibrant artist communities. The region’s art scene during this period was shaped
by the intersection of Impressionism, the Arts & Crafts Movement, and growing interest in plein air
painting and local subject matter.

Key Features & Developments

New Hope and the Pennsylvania Impressionists
Around 1898, painter William Langson Lathrop settled in New Hope, establishing a summer art
school and purchasing property there. He was among the founders of what became known as
Pennsylvania Impressionism (or the New Hope School). Artists like Edward Redfield, Daniel
Garber, Rae Sloan Bredin, Fern Coppedge, John Fulton Folinsbee, Charles Rosen, George Sotter
and others joined in, drawn by Bucks County’s river valleys, rolling hills, light, and seasonal
changes. Their work often portrayed the Delaware River, the Delaware Canal, rural farms, snow
scenes, and the changing landscape through seasons.

Art Colonies & Artist Societies
The notion of artists gathering in colonies or informal enclaves was important. Bucks County’s rural
setting, combined with improved transportation, made it possible for artists from Philadelphia and
beyond to spend summers or part of the year in Bucks. Schools, studios, and homes in the
countryside became many artists’ retreats and working spaces. The communal interaction among
painters, the sharing of techniques, and the social life around these colonies reinforced the artistic
movement.

Arts & Crafts Influence
Parallel to Impressionism, the Arts & Crafts movement had strong roots in Bucks County. One of its
key proponents was Henry Chapman Mercer (1856■1930), who founded the Moravian Pottery &
Tile Works in 1898. His work and architecture (e.g. Fonthill, Mercer Museum) reflect a deep
aesthetic concern with craftsmanship, local materials, medieval and folk influences, and resistance
to the dehumanizing effects of industrialization.

Cultural & Institutional Foundations
The Bucks County Historical Society (founded in 1880) played a role in collecting and preserving
both art and artifacts, helping to shape the visual memory and history of the county. Later in this
period, more formal art exhibitions, salons, and galleries were established, giving local artists
platforms to show their work beyond summer audiences or informal colonies.

Notable Artists
• William Langson Lathrop (1859■1938) — one of the early leaders of Pennsylvania
Impressionism, who moved to New Hope and shaped the school.
• Edward Willis Redfield (1869■1965) — known especially for bold landscapes and winter scenes,



often working in situ in Bucks County.
• Daniel Garber (1880■1958) — another major figure, painter and teacher, who contributed
significantly to the style and promotion of landscape painting in the region.
• Rae Sloan Bredin, Fern Coppedge, John Fulton Folinsbee — each brought distinct voices,
compositions, and subject choices to the growing Bucks County art identity.

Legacy & Significance
Bucks County’s art during the late 1800s to mid■1900s helped establish an American rural plein air
tradition that celebrated local scenery and changing seasons. The combination of craftsmanship
(Arts & Crafts), landscape painting (Impressionism), and artist community■building contributed to a
durable regional art identity. Many of the works from this time are preserved in local institutions
(Michener Museum, Mercer Museum, etc.), and continue to inform, inspire, and attract collectors,
historians, tourists, and artists today.


